CAC Minutes 9/12/11

The meeting called to order at 3 p.m. by Casie Wenmohs.

Members in attendance were as follows: Dr. Cathryn Mitchell, Heather Sendera, Geeta Suggs, Casie Wenmohs, Cora King Buckles, Linda Meyer, Molly Austin, Stacey Underwood, Kerry Osio, Lauri Schattenberg, Jody Conaway, Raney Roberts, Lissa Bentley, and Cherie Wilson. 

Guests in attendance: Candi Caporal, Shelli Hix

Casie welcomed everyone to the meeting. She explained recent changes to CAC membership. Parent represent Michelle Davis vacated her position due to a move.  Applications were accepted and three parents are interested in serving on the CAC.  One of them, Cora King Buckles, was in attendance.  All interested parent reps will be added as CAC members and Liddy Zierer will step down.  Because Liddy was the CAC Secretary, a new secretary will need to be appointed. Mrs. Conaway is replacing faculty representative Virginia Hill.

The CAC selected its representative for the Projects and Goals Committee, Cora King Buckles.

Under public comments, community member Shelli Hix introduced herself and commented on how public speakers have two minutes to make comments, but had no further comments.

Under CAC member comments, parent representative Geeta Suggs asked members to brainstorm for ideas about what makes Oak Hill Elementary unique for a school brochure she is preparing.

The CAC adopted the minutes from its May 9, 2011, meeting.

In the Principal’s Report, Dr. Mitchell reported on changes for the upcoming year.

1. The Austin High Vertical Team has a new signature program called Empowerment Through Involvement.  The vertical team applied for a Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Grant and received it.  Now implementing the “2nd Step” Character Building Social Program.  It is taught every 3 weeks or so to whole school.

2. “IMPACT” is now changing to “Child Study Teams” (CST).  This is a way to document student concerns regarding academic issues, behavior issues, attendance issues, etc.  This is a new name, but basically the same process as before.

3. STAAR (new standardized test). The biggest changes are with regard to 4th grade writing tests.  The writing test will now take place over two days and the amount written will be limited.  Another change is that there is no longer an option to take the dyslexia bundle test.  A 3rd major change is that the test is now timed.  Our accountability rating will not be affected by this year’s scores due to the state working out the kinks with the new test.

4. AISD Attendance Push.  The district is pushing for a 97% attendance rate for all schools this year.  Ten unexcused absences and/or tardies will result in parents being taken to court.  Oak Hill is responding by communicating more with the Oak Hill community to enforce this policy.  All students brought home a form for parent signature regarding the attendance policy.  

5. City of Austin Prime Time Grant.  Oak Hill applied and received $10,000 ($5,000 per semester) via the City of Austin’s Prime Time Grant.  OHE was eligible for this grant due to having a population of homeless students.  The grant is for any enrichment-type after-school activities and can be taught by teachers or parents as long as they have passed background checks.  Payment of $10 per hour is available to anyone willing to teach an enrichment class like cooking, chess, gardening, etc.  There was discussion about trying to get bus transportation to better serve our students.

6. ITT Time.  Individualized Instruction Time will be a designated time during each school day for students to receive instruction that is tailored to their needs.  Examples include GT curriculum, enrichment, volunteer reading programs, reading specialist, etc.

7. October Parent Teacher Conferences.  All parents are expected to attend.  These meetings are not considered optional.

The following items were discussed under new business:

1. New CAC member list will be updated and available at next meeting.  The meeting schedule is set for the year.  Meetings will always be in the library unless it is unavailable.  The alternate location is the art room.  

2. CAC Members were sent a Powerpoint presentation with a CAC orientation via email for review.  Dr. Mitchell noted that the Campus Improvement Plan (CIP) is due Wednesday and will be presented at the next meeting.

3. The PTA Strategic Plan was presented to CAC members.
4. There have been concerns raised about the lack of a sidewalk on Patton Ranch Road, and that people are walking down Patton Ranch Road to get to school.  In May 2010, a representative from the City of Austin said that OHE did not meet the criteria for having a sidewalk built because not enough students walk to school.  Casie noted that perhaps if we bring up the issue multiple times that it may be more likely to be addressed.  She suggested parents could call 311 to report their concerns.

5. AISD Facility Master Plan (FMP) Update. Casie presented the timeline for updating the AISD Facility Master Plan.  This is a comprehensive plan to review all AISD buildings and facilities to ensure that they are efficiently used.  The district plans to approve a final FMP in November so that it can be announced to schools in December.  Casie also noted that the Boundary Advisory Committee will now be comprised of individuals who will represent the district as a whole instead of representing individual schools.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:03 p.m.
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